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A Lifelong Jewish Journey

“Perhaps this is the moment for
which you attained the
crown!” (Esther 4:14)
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Esther was called upon to use her
voice and influence for the good of
her community, and each one of us
has a role to play if we are to sustain,
In one of the pivotal scenes from the
Book of Esther, Mordechai and his
niece, the new Queen Esther are
sending messages back and forth
after hearing about the wicked
Haman’s evil plan to harm the Jews.
He urges her not to stay silent, and
concludes with the phrase above.

On my office wall hangs a piece of art
| was given with an interpretation of
this quote, but instead of the literal
translation, it reads the following in
English:

“Perhaps this is the moment for
which you were created!”

As we approach our celebrations of
Purim and Passover this spring, this
passage reminds me that we, too,
can summon the same bravery and
determination that our ancestors
used to persevere through difficult
times. The story of Purim can be
understood as teaching us the
importance of standing up for what is
right, even in the face of great
danger, and this verse speaks to the
power of individual action; to the role
that each of us plays in doing just
that.
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engage, and inspire this Temple
Emanuel community. Collectively, we
are called upon to make a difference,
whether through our words, our
actions, or simply the way we live our
lives, and Purim and Passover can
serve as a reminder of this value.

As we approach the spring season,
we have a lot of ways you can use
your voice and find your place as part
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of our Temple Emanuel community.
From our wide-ranging program and
class offerings, including several
adult education opportunities, to
holiday and Shabbat celebrations,
social experiences and more. If you
haven’t already seen, we are also in
the early stages of planning a
congregational trip to Israel for
February 2024.

We recently shared by email a
number of ways to connect, raise
your voice, and stay engaged with the
Temple Emanuel community. We
hope you will take advantage of
these in the days and weeks ahead.
“Perhaps this is the moment for
which you were created.”

Each of us has arole to play, and if we
can harness the power of our shared
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continue to grow and thrive as a
community. We hope that you will
join us for any or all of the exciting
opportunities we have in the months
ahead, and look forward to seeing
you soon!
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2—Temple President’s Message
19—Contributions

4—Cantor’s Column
21—Yahrzeits

17—Upcoming Events
Back— Passover Second Seder



A Message From Our President

WHAT’S INSIDE

2
Message from our President

| had the privilege of attending the pulpit
exchange service at South Church at the end
of January. As | was attending a class for the
kids that was taught by Rabbi Chaiken and
Reverend Dana Allen Walsh, she mentioned
that South Church was 313 years old. It
struck me that between our two
communities we have been in existence for
_ over400 years. | thought to myself what an
incredible achievement and what an
amazing amount of history in the Merrimack
Valley for both congregations.
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Cantor’s Column
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Education

8/9
Brotherhood/Sisterhood

| also started thinking what is it that both institutions have in common
17 that allowed them to persevere for so many years? After thinking about
Upcoming Events this | came to the conclusion that the strength of both institutions is their
communities.
19
Contributions As we have transitioned out of the Pandemic of the last few years, | have
been very impressed with how strong our community has been and how
21 much we have come together to support each other as well as our
Yahrzeits Temple. Our community will always be our greatest strength.

22/23 In my time as President of Temple Emanuel, | have seen countless times
Calendar where members of our community have stepped up to help those of us in
need, whether it’s in our small Temple community or in the greater

Back Page outside community. It makes me extremely proud to see this and to be
Passover Second Seder part of a community that truly cares about each other.

My goal is to continue to grow our sacred community and in doing so
continue to strengthen our Temple so that we continue to be a bright
light and leader in the Greater Merrimack Valley.

As part of this, | am looking to continue growing our over 30 year
LETIN partnership with South Church. I hope we can strengthen this connection
MATION as we explore other areas where we can partner with our friends from
AeExY South Church. | feel strongly that these partnerships are important to our
S {eQQE&{ xgDy{ ég_rﬁgtgrcggmmunity as we support each other in both good times and
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Executive Director

Last November | was formally installed as a Board member for the National Association of
Temple Administrators (NATA). While | have been a member of NATA for 8 years, and
volunteered in numerous capacities, being a board member is a new role for me. Itis a
unique opportunity to serve an organization that has been an invaluable resource for me
and my colleagues and to switch my hat from staff to lay-leader.

This past week, the board of NATA gathered in Atlanta for a multi-day retreat with the aim
of holding a business meeting, building our relationships with each other, and to have a
planning session in which we determined our short and long-term goals for the

P { O0e+ + x |_j + Ar&anﬁa@r{. FRr the first time, | was participating as a lay-leader. It was a new experience
to make that switch from staff to lay leader and it allowed me to see the important work
that our own Board of Governors do at Temple Emanuel in a different way.

Here at Temple Emanuel, our board members have diverse professional backgrounds and a wide range of knowledge.
Each member is deeply committed to the mission of Temple Emanuel and has given of their time and talents to move
this organization forward. The Board acts with the best intentions of our congregation in mind and with an aim to
represent every person within our community. The work is hard and sometimes the hours are long, but in the end seeing
the congregation grow, is what makes it all worth it.

Friday, March 3

5:30pm Tot Shabbat

6:30pm Shabbat Evening Service
featuring Sisterhood and Soul Sisters
(sanctuary, Zoom, Facebook)

Saturday, March 4
9:00am Shabbat Morning Service
(chapel, Zoom)

Sunday, March 5

9:00am Family Morning Service with
Purim Shpiel

(sanctuary)

Friday, March 10

6:30pm Shabbat Evening Service and
Purim Shpiel

(sanctuary, Zoom, Facebook)

Saturday, March 11
9:00am Shabbat Morning Service
(chapel, Zoom)

Sunday, March 12
11:00am Family Morning Service
(sanctuary)

Friday, March 17
6:30pm Shabbat Evening Service
(sanctuary, Zoom, Facebook)

Saturday, March 18

10:30am Shabbat Morning Service
with Bat Mitzvah of Elena Stamm,
child of Lauren and Chris Stamm,
grandchild of Jean Kosky, Ethel Stamm
and Bob Stamm (sanctuary)

Sunday, March 19
11:00am Family Morning Service
(sanctuary)
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Friday, March 24

6:30pm Shabbat Evening Service and
Consecration

(sanctuary, Zoom, Facebook)

Saturday, March 25

9:00am Shabbat Morning Service
(chapel, Zoom)

10:30am Bar Mitzvah of Theo Stepper,
child of Michelle and Eric Stepper,
grandchild of Marty and Eda Stepper
and Jere and Jade Wysong (sanctuary)

Sunday, March 26
11:00am Family Morning Service
(sanctuary)

Friday, March 31

6:30pm Shabbat Evening Service with
Soul Sisters

(sanctuary, Zoom, Facebook)

Saturday, April 1
9:00am Shabbat Morning Torah Study

(chapel, Zoom)

Sunday, April 2
11:00am Family Morning Service
(sanctuary)

Friday, April 7
5:30pm Tot Shabbat

6:30pm Shabbat Evening Service
(sanctuary, Zoom, Facebook)

Saturday, April 8
9:00am Shabbat Morning Service

(chapel, Zoom)

Sunday, April 9

11:00am Family Morning Service
(sanctuary)

Tuesday, April 11
6:00pm Yizkor Service
(sanctuary)

Friday, April 14
6:30pm Shabbat Evening Service
(sanctuary, Zoom, Facebook)

Saturday, April 15
9:00am Shabbat Morning Service
(chapel, Zoom)

Tuesday, April 18

Yom HaShoah Service and
uest speaker

%sanctuary, Zoom)

Friday, April 21
6:30pm Shabbat Evening Service
(sanctuary, Zoom, Facebook)

Saturday, April 22
9:00am Shabbat Morning Service

(chapel, Zoom)

10:30am Bat Mitzvah of Leah Kachel,

child of Betsy and Eric Kachel,

grandchild of Marlene and Jerry

Schultz and Robin and Lanny Kachel,
reat grandchild of Korky Kachel

%sanctuary)

Friday, April 28

6:30pm Shabbat Evening Service with
Soul Sisters

(sanctuary, Zoom, Facebook)

Saturday, April 29
9:00am Shabbat Morning Service

(chapel, Zoom)

Sunday, April 30
11:00am Family Morning Service

(sanctuary)




Cantor’s Column

Music is Everything!

In the words of the philosopher Plato, “Music gives a soul
to the universe, wings to the mind, flight to the
imagination and life to everything.”

Though I don’t assume to be a philosopher in any stretch
of the imagination, | must agree that my life revolves, in
large part, around music. | do believe it brings joy to
people’s hearts and is a balm for the soul. One of my
many goals here at Temple Emanuel s to bring all
different types of musical experiences to the community.
With that in mind, we have a busy spring planned
beginning this first week of March!

On Sunday, March 5t at 9:00 a.m. and Friday, March 10t
at 6:30 p.m. we will gather together in celebration of
Purim with our Purim Musical: “A Les Miz Purim Shpiel.”
Featuring a cast of congregants of all ages, from 7 to 70,
we will tell the story of the book of Esther through the
music of the award-winning musical “Les Miserables.”
Come sing along with us to Purim parodies of songs like
“Do You Hear the People Sing” and “Master of the
House.” It’s going to be a blast!

For our classical music fans, the Cantor’s Cultural Arts
Series continues with a concert featuring the Essex
Chamber Music Players on Sunday, April 30t at 4:00 p.m.
The Essex Chamber Music Players, along with soprano
Barbara Kilduff and tenor Frank Kelley, will present the
Harold Shapero Tribute Concert featuring the Brandeis
Professor and composer’s late works: Bagatelles for solo
piano, and the Whittier Songs- settings of abolitionist
John Greenleaf Whittier's poems. Admission is free and
open to the public.

After a successful and inspiring Rockin’ Shabbat in
January, The Fringes will be back for a second Rockin’
Shabbat service on Friday, May 5t at 6:30 p.m. Once
again, The Fringes will rock out our Friday night worship
service with contemporary Jewish music and classic folk
melodies from our Reform Jewish repertoire. The
Fringes will have you singing, clapping along and on your
feet! If the cold kept you away the first time, don’t miss it
in May. We guarantee that you’ll experience a spirited
and exhilarating evening of worship and music! Save the
date now.

In June, | am thrilled to welcome singer songwriter Sue
Horowitz for a Folks Music Coffeehouse Concert at

Temple Emanuel on June
10th at 7:00 p.m. Sue, a
longtime Jewish composer,
recently recorded an album
of secular music which
debuted at #3 on the FAI
Folk Radio charts. Based in
both York, Maine and
Ithaca, New York, Sueisa
touring artist with a story
to tell. Her authentic,
intimate, clear, strong voice and guitar playing
compliment her wise narrative songwriting. Fellow
songwriter Stacy Beyer notes “Sue is the songwriter that
writes songs every other songwriter wishes they had
written.”

Cantor Ilana Axel writes:

When Sue Horowitz gave a concert for my community,
many had not yet heard much about her. By the time the
concert was over, she had become the most beloved
person on the planet. Her music, at times bittersweet, at
times uplifting, at times funny and thoroughly
entertaining, was a delight at every turn. Sue sings the
stories of our own lives with her warm voice, her rich
guitar, and her genuine heart. | am so very glad that |
brought her to my community.

Our first Temple Emanuel Cantor’s Coffeehouse will
surely entertain and inspire you. Be sure to join us on
June 10t for a great evening of music. This program is
made possible by a generous grant from the Andover
Cultural Council and Massachusetts Cultural Council.

As Friedrich Nietzsche once said “Without music, life
would be a mistake.”



Cantor’s Cultural Series presents
Essex Chamber Music Player: Harold Shapero Tribute Concert
Sunday, April 30, 4:00 p.m.
This concert will feature the late works of Harold Shapero: Bagatelles for solo
piano, and the Whittier Songs- settings of abolitionist John Greenleaf Whittier's
poems. Composer Harold
Essex ~ ohapero, of the Brandeis
Chamber Music University Music Department,
Players . -
Michael G. Finegold composed in a listenable
Artistic Director - conservative tonal style known
as Neo-classical. He was a member of the
"Boston school."

International renowned soprano Barbara Kilduff
and tenor Frank Kelley perform as guests with
ECMP’s flutist, artistic director, Michael
Finegold (Temple member), cellist Sebastian ,
Baverstam, and pianist Constantine Finehouse. Pianist Constantine Finchouse

Flutist Michael Finegold

Cellist Sebastian Biverstam,

Reserve your spot on our website.

Rockin’ Shabbat Evening Service

Friday, May 5, 6:30 p.m.

The Fringes will rock out our Friday night worship service with
contemporary Jewish music and classic folk melodies from our
Reform Jewish repertoire. Rockin' Shabbat will have you
singing, clapping along and on your feet! Bring the entire family
and experience a spirited and exhilarating evening of worship
and music!

The Fringes is comprised of professional musicians including
® Jewish singer songwriter Peter Allard on guitar, Cantorial
Soloist and composer Lisa Marcus Jones on piano and vocals,
Jon Webster on Bass and Joey Desmarais on Drums.

The Impact of the South Church Pulpit Exchange
By Ashley Levine-Bogosian

On Sunday January 29th, my son Lincoln (age 8, 2nd grader, Kitah Bet) and | visited South Church as part of the
annual Pulpit Exchange.

| participated as a member of the Soul Sisters, and my son participated |
in some of the activities for children. For us as relatively new members §
of the Temple, not only was this the first time we both participated in
the pulpit exchange, but it was also Lincoln’s first ever experience in a
house of worship that was not a Jewish Synagogue. As Jewish people,
| think we often take it for granted that we in many ways represent a
minority in our society. We often surround ourselves with others who
are similar to us, or if we do mix in with “others” we often don’t delve G
too deeply into understanding their culture. To me, that is why the pulpit exchange is so important. For in attending
the pulpit exchange, we not only connected with other people who are different than ourselves, but we are able to
see how others can connect to religion in a away that is both similar to ourselves, but also different.
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The cold temps outside
haven’t slowed us down in
our temple schools! Our
Preschoolers finally had
the chance to play in the
snow outside, one of their
favorite winter activities.
They also enjoyed an
annual visit from
Pumpernickel Puppets
ana joiied as a
community for a special
Winter Warm-Up event which included storytelling,
music, and crafts.

Our Religious School students collected toiletries and
created blessing bags that were donated to Cor Unum
Meal Center and Bread & Roses. Many of our students
joined their families for a learning session and Sunday
service at South Church. And we joined as a community
to learn about Tu B’shevat “the birthday of the trees.”

Students planted, sang together, tried various dried
fruits, and wrote blessings that are displayed on a
beautiful tree in our school wing.

We are looking forward to celebrating Purim in our
Religious School on Sunday, March 5th and in our
Preschool on Wednesday, March 8th. Our 3rd graders will
be consecrated on Friday, March 24th and we will begin
learning about and celebrating Passover by the end of
March as well.

It is a busy and wonderful time of year for us. Enrollment
is currently open for our Preschool for next year. We have
limited availability so if you or anyone you know is
interested, please call us! We have ongoing enrollment in
our Religious School and have welcomed new families
throughout this year. We are always eager to talk to
prospective members, provide tours of our beautiful
spaces and answer any questions. And even if you do not
have school-age children, our doors are always open-
never hesitate to pop in and say “hi.”

The Preschool
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Youth Engagement

Thank you to those who attended our ice skating and
movie luncheon events! We had a great time with you!

Youth Engagement has three upcoming events and we
want to see you at all of them!

1 March 5th Community Purim celebration, we will
be putting on some party games and good music, as
well as hosting a cookie decorating station.

April 2nd, directly after religious school, Youth
Engagement invites all children (and parents if they
wish) to a "Game Noon", to partake in board games,
card games, and maybe even charades!

On May Tth, Youth Engagement is working in
conjunction with the Brotherhood and putting
together a family field day. There will be a wiffleball
tournament, field games, firepit and smores, food
trucks, and so much more!

Please reach out to Heather Roberts at
hroberts@templeemanuel.net with any questions!

On January 18th, the 8th grade class put together
blessing bags to donate. We made a total of 120 bags in
the span of one hour. The bags included personal care
items, socks, mittens, handwarmers, and lots of snacks.

We would like to thank all who donated items to this
cause, particularly: Endodontic Specialists, Dental
Health Concepts, Reading Dental, P.C., Northeast
Dermatology Associates.

Thank you Temple Emanuel community. The bags went
to Cor Unum Meal Center and Bread & Roses.

Max, Julia, Henry, Cooper, Aaron, Addison, Ashley,
Jonathan & Zachary
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