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Rabbi Max Chaiken

What’s Inside

Fall
Cheshvan/Kislev/Tevet
Next Bulletin deadline is December 16.
Please email submissions to
Maureen Chapman at
mchapman@templeemanuel.net.

KEEP US INFORMED
Help us stay up to date by telling us about
changes in your life.
Email Beth Shiro at
Bshiro@templeemanuel.net
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SERVICE SCHEDULE
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Cantor Rachel
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Betsy Kachel

The Preschool at Temple Emanuel provides a safe, warm and caring environment
that welcomes children and families to our community. We encourage children to
explore, experiment, and create while promoting self-confidence, self-expression,
independence and a lifelong love of learning.
If you are interested in learning more about our Preschool, please call the school
office 978-470-1563 or explore our website at templeemanuel.net.
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Winter Coat Drive Drop-Off
benefitting Debbie’s Treasure Chest
November 6, 8:30am-12:00pm
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rotated among the members of the family so that each member
has an opportunity to light the chanukiah on at least one of the
eight nights.
On the first night, the sh'heh'chee'yanu prayer is said. It is also a
tradition to sing "Maoz Tzur" ("Rock of Ages") following the
lighting of the candles on each of the eight nights.
THE BLESSINGS
(The candles are placed in the Menorah from right to left, and lit
from left to right.)

A HOME GUIDE FOR CHANUKAH
THE STORY OF CHANUKAH
In the year 168 B.C.E. (Before the Common Era), the GrecoSyrians, under the leadership of King Antiocus IV, ordered the end
of all Jewish ritual as it had been practiced for generations. The
Jews were shocked and distressed to think that their Temple
worship, so much a part of their lives, would come to an end.
They did not want to worship pagan gods, nor bow down to idols;
neither did they want their Holy Temple profaned.
In Modin, a small country village, there lived a man by the name
of Mattathias. He was a devoted Jew and he taught his five sons
the importance of living according to the tenets of Judaism. They
could not stand by idly as their Temple was being destroyed, nor
could they allow the end of the Jewish people.
Judah, one of the five sons, was a brilliant strategist. Joining with
his equally devoted brothers, and a small army, he was able to
wage a three-year battle, overcoming the much better equipped
Greco-Syrian army.
At last, on the 25th day of Kislev, in the year 165 B.C.E., they were
successful in pushing out the Greco-Syrian army, and they
immediately reclaimed the Holy Temple in Jerusalem.
Unfortunately, it had been terribly overrun - defiled and defamed.
They quickly cleaned the Temple, restoring it to its original
beauty.
In ancient times, Jews would come from all over Israel to worship
on various holidays. Sukkot, which is an eight-day holiday that
falls in October, had not yet been celebrated that year because of
the Greco-Syrians' control of the Temple. After the Temple was
cleansed that December (the 25th of Kislev), the people
celebrated Sukkot (an October holiday) in December. The
following year the Sukkot holiday was celebrated back at its
original time in October.
But now in December there was a new eight-day holiday. For
eight days the Jews everywhere would celebrate Chanukah, to
remember the miracle of a small group of ill-equipped Jews who
were able to overcome a greater and stronger army.

Baruch atah Adonai Eloheinu Melech haolam, asher kid’shanu
b'mitzvotav v’tsivanu l'hadlik ner shel Chanukah.
Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, who hallows us
with mitzvot, commanding us to kindle the Chanukah lights.

Baruch atah Adonai Eloheinu Melech haolam, she-asah nisim
laavotainu v’imoteinu bayamim haheim baz’man hazeh.
Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, who performed
wondrous deeds for our ancestors in days of old at this season.
(This blessing is said on the first night only.)

Baruch atah Adonai Eloheinu Melech haolam, shehecheyanu,
v'kiy’manu, v'higianu laz’man hazeh.
Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, for giving us
life, for sustaining us, and for enabling us to reach this season.
THE DREIDEL
The most popular of all Chanukah games is dreidel. The word
comes from the German "dreihen" or to spin, which refers to the
"turnover" of events when Judah the Maccabee was able to
overcome the unlikely odds, and retake the Holy Temple. There is
a tradition that during the time the Jews were forbidden from
studying Jewish texts, they played "dreidel" while orally
discussing the Talmud. If they were discovered, the dreidel game
was a great cover! The letters on the top (nun, gimmel, hey, shin)
refer to the statement, Nes gadol hayah sham, "a great miracle
happened there." The dreidel is spun by the players, and
according to what letter comes out on top, the participants either
take out or put in Chanukah gelt (coins).
( בnun) take nothing
(גgimmel) take all
(הhey) take half)
(שshin) put money in

THE LEGEND OF THE OIL
There is also a legend which tells of an incident that happened
when the Jews finally reached the Holy Temple. Their task was to
light the Ner Tamid (the eternal light which still hangs over the
Ark in every synagogue) that had been allowed to burn out
during the Greco-Syrian occupation. They were only able to find
enough special oil to last one day, even though it would take
eight days to get more of the special oil needed for the lamp.
Miraculously, the oil lasted for eight days, giving them enough
time to get more oil!
KINDLING THE CHANUKAH LIGHTS
The menorah or chanukiah symbolizes the religious freedom for
which our people have always fought. The flickering lights remind
us of the constant struggle, not only for our own religious liberty,
but for all people's struggle for freedom.
Each night at sunset, the candles on the chanukiah are lit. The
candles are added one each night, from the right to the left. They
are lit (using the shamash) from left to right. It is a custom to put
the chanukiah in the window, so that all will be reminded of the
great miracle of Chanukah. On Shabbat during Chanukah, the
chanukiah is lit first, followed by the Sabbath candles.
It is a custom to gather the family together around the menorah

MAOZ TZUR
Maoz tzur y’shuati
l’cha na-eh l’shabei-ach
tikon beit t’filati,
v’sham todah n’zabei-ach
l’eit tachin matbei-ach,
mitzar ham’nabei-ach
az egmor, b’shir mizmor
chanukat hamizbei-ach

Rock of Ages
Rock of ages, let our song
praise Your saving power.
You amidst the raging foes,
were our sheltering tower.
Furious they assailed us,
but Your arm availed us,
And Your word broke their sword
when our own strength failed us.
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Community
Chanukah Celebration
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Taste of Torah
Thursdays, 10:30am
Join Rabbi Chaiken for an interactive class studying
our sacred text. No previous experience needed. All
are welcome and encouraged to participate, online
or in person!
Mah Jongg
Thursdays, 1:00-3:00pm
Join The Sisterhood as it sponsors Mah Jongg.
Open to all with a $3.00 donation.
Babies and Bagels Sponsored by Sisterhood
Fridays, 9:30am
Come and meet other new moms to talk, share
stories and ideas, and have some fun with your little
one. Ages one month to preschool. There will be a
$20.00 participation fee to cover the cost of drinks
and bagels.
Tot Shabbat, Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd Grade
Family Service
Friday, November 4, 6:30pm
This special service with Rabbi Chaiken and Cantor
Rachel will be followed by a Shabbat dinner open to
the Temple congregation.

Winter Warmup Clothing Drive
Sunday, November 6, 8:30am-Noon
Please consider donating your winter clothing to the
Winter Warmup Clothing Drive sponsored by the
Social Action-Social Justice Committee to benefit
Debbie's Treasure Chest. Items should be either
new and/or gently used that you would give to a
good friend to keep warm. Volunteers needed to
help sort.

Red Cross Blood Drive
Tuesday, November 29, 2:00-7:00pm
Tuesday, January 17, 2:00-7:00pm
To donate, call 800-733-2767 or
www.redcrossblood.org
Chanukah Story Lantern Walk
Sunday, December 4, 4:00-7:00pm
Sunny Meadow Farm in Chelmsford
Families can enter the story walk at any time
between 4:00pm and 7:00pm.
Movie and Deli
Sunday, December 4, 5:00pm

Synonyms

Following the movie we will enjoy a deli supper from
Levine's and discuss the film.
Latke Making Workshop
Sunday, December 11, 3:00-4:00pm
Register at LappinFoundation.org.
Temple Book Group:

Defending Britta Stein by Ronald Balson

Tuesday, December 13, 7:30pm
Join us in the Conference Room at the Temple to
discuss this book, a story of bravery, betrayal and
redemption. It’s a thrilling take on a modern day
courtroom drama, and a masterful rendition of
Denmark’s wartime heroics.
Community Chanukah Family Celebration
Sunday, December 18, 9:00-11:30am
Join us during Religious School time for our
Chanukah celebration!
Board of Governors Meeting
Wednesday, December 21, 7:30pm

Youth Engagement: Hike/Nature Walk
Sunday, November 6, 2:00pm
Bring food for a scenic picnic, water and bug spray Erev Christmas Eve Chinese Shabbat Dinner
to Osgood Hill in N. Andover. Families and people of Friday, December 23, 6:30pm
Wear your festive Chanukah clothing.
all ages welcome.
Sisterhood Welcome Back Supper
Sunday, November 6, 6:00pm
Brunch Under the Stars will be held in the Social
Hall.

Interested in joining our Zoom tech team? Please
contact Elissa Oppenheim if you’d like to
learn more! (eoppenheim@templeemanuel.net)

Board of Governors Meeting
Wednesday, November 16, 7:30pm
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CONTRIBUTIONS
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Gratitude Book for Beth Shiro

16

17

November 2022 | Cheshvan/Kislev 5783

18

December 2022 | Kislev/Tevet 5783

19

TEMPLE EMANUEL CEMETERY
YOUR FAMILY COUNTS

YOUR AD COULD BE HERE!

Call for Details
Members and Non-Members Welcome

•

•

Plan Without Emotion
Pick your Location of Choice
Prepare for the Entire Family
Support the Tradition of a Jewish Burial
•
•

Does a family member’s stone need a power
washing? Contact us to make arrangements.
Jon Samel – (978) 474-0810 jon@samel-ins.com
Beth Shiro – (978) 470-1356
bshiro@templeemanuel.net
Just a Reminder—
When visiting the Cemetery,
please remember to lock the gate upon exiting.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Bar/Bat Mitzvah and General Gifts
Jewelry / Cards / Books / Tallitot / Mezzuzot
Baby Gifts / Household Gifts / Wrapping Needs
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Attorney Eric Schutzbank
Berid & Schutzbank, LLC
800 Turnpike Street, Suite 304
North Andover, MA 01845
(978) 655-4282
www.berid-schutzbank.com

Handling Family Law, Criminal Law and Elder Issues

Cemetery lettering
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Monument sales
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Erev Christmas Eve Chinese Shabbat Dinner

24

