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Call to Prayer

Creation

Revelation 

Sh’ma and Its

Sections

Redemption

Divine Providence

Keep Shabbat

Reader’s Kaddish

 

BLESS ADONAI 

who spins day into dusk. 

With wisdom watch 

the dawn gates open, 

with understanding let 

time and seasons 

come and go; 

with awe perceive 

the stars in lawful orbit. 

Morning dawns, 

evening darkens; 

darkness and light yielding 

one to the other, 

yet each distinguished 

and unique. 

Marvel at Life! 

Strive to know its ways! 

Seek Wisdom and Truth, 

the gateways 

to Life’s mysteries! 

Wondrous indeed 

is the evening twilight. 

THE QUICKENING of the moon calls us to return

and we gather, seam-dwellers on the edge of the earth.

As the sun lowers itself into the sea

introspection rises.

A sliver cracks the heart of the firmament,

the vast blackness an invitation

to write ourselves anew.

ָּברּוך ַאָּתה‚ ְיָי‚ ַהַּמֲעִריב ֲעָרִבים.
Baruch atah, Adonai, hamaariv aravim.

Blessed are You, Adonai, Creator of twilight and dusk. 

BLESS ADONAI. By Rabbi Rami Shapiro (b. 1951). 
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ָּבְרכּו
Bar’chu

ַמֲעִריב ֲעָרִבים
Maariv Aravim

ַאֲהַבת עֹוָלם
 Ahavat Olam

ְקִריַאת ְׁשַמע
K’riat Sh’ma

ֱאֶמת ֶוֱאמּוָנה
Emet ve-Emunah

ָכה ִמי־ָכמֹֽ
Mi Chamocha

נּו ַהְַׁשִּכיֵבֽ
Hashkiveinu

ְוָׁשְמרּו
V’sham’ru

 ֲחִצי ַקִּדיׁש
Chatzi Kaddish

Love beyond all space and time —
Your love enfolds Your people, Yisrael.
We receive it in Your teaching:
Your gift of Torah, sacred obligations, discipline, and law.
So let us speak these teachings when we lie down and rise up
and find joy forever in Your Torah and mitzvot.
They are the very essence of our life —
ours to ponder and study all our days.
May we never lose or be unworthy of Your love . . . 

ָּברּוך ַאָּתה‚ ְיָי‚ אֹוֵהב ַעּמֹו ִיְׂשָרֵאל. 
Baruch atah, Adonai, oheiv amo Yisrael.

. . . for You are blessed: the One who loves Your people, Yisrael.

sacred obligations ּוִמְצֺות

Ahavat olam beit Yisrael am’cha ahavta;

Torah umitzvot, chukim umishpatim 

 otanu limadta.

Al kein, Adonai Eloheinu, b’shochbeinu  

 uvkumeinu nasiach b’chukecha;

v’nismach b’divrei Toratecha 

 uvmitzvotecha l’olam va·ed.

Ki heim chayeinu v’orech yameinu;

uvahem negeh yomam valailah.

V’ahavat’cha al tasir mimenu l’olamim.

ְבָּת‚ ַאֲהַבת עֹוָלם ֵּבית ִיְׂשָרֵאל ַעְּמך ָאָהֽ
ּתֹוָרה ּוִמְצֺות‚ ֻחִּקים ּוִמְׁשָּפִטים

ְדָּת.  נּו ִלַּמֽ  אֹוָתֽ
נּו  ינּו‚ ְּבׇׁשְכֵּבֽ  ַעל ֵּכן‚ ְיָי ֱאלֵהֽ
יך‚  יַח ְּבֻחֶּקֽ נּו ָנִׂשֽ  ּוְבקּוֵמֽ

ך ְוִנְׂשַמח ְּבִדְבֵרי תֹוָרֶתֽ
יך ְלעֹוָלם ָוֶעד.  ּוְבִמְצֺוֶתֽ
ינּו‚ ֶרך ָיֵמֽ ִּכי ֵהם ַחֵּיֽינּו ְוֹאֽ
ְיָלה. ּוָבֶהם ֶנְהֶּגה יֹוָמם ָוָלֽ

ּנּו ְלעֹוָלִמים. ְוַאֲהָבְתך ַאל ָּתִסיר ִמֶּמֽ
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principle of the survival of the fittest became known as Social Darwinism, 

which taught that only the truly gifted deserve to survive. It is unfortu-

nate that this teaching has become an axiom of modern life. In contrast, 

our Jewish tradition has always taught that we are responsible for the 

survival of the least fit: the orphan, the poor, the lonely, and the stranger, 

to name just a few. And in Genesis 1:27 we are told that every single  

human being is divinely gifted and deserving of dignity.

 The opening of Genesis tells about the creation by God of a universe 

of harmony, balance, and beauty, formed from soupy chaos, tohu vavohu. 

It is the most profound story we know, and it reminds us why we are here. 

It sets forth our work, and our challenge. But is the story true?

 Regretfully I must admit that the story is not true, or at least not yet. 

When will it be true? When we accept our responsibility as God’s partners 

in creating the world described in Genesis.

—Rabbi Rick Jacobs (b. 1955) 

HOW IS IT that hardly any major religion has looked at science and 

concluded, “This is better than we thought! The Universe is much bigger 

than our prophets said, grander, more subtle, more elegant”? Instead they 

say, “No, no, no! My god is a little god, and I want him to stay that way.” 

A religion, old or new, that stressed the magnificence of the Universe as 

revealed by modern science might be able to draw forth reserves of rever-

ence and awe hardly tapped by the conventional faiths.

—Carl Sagan (1934–1996)  

YOUR BOOK OF LIFE doesn’t begin today, on Rosh HaShanah. It began 

when you were born. Some of the chapters were written by other people: 

your parents, siblings, and teachers. Parts of your book were crafted out of 

experiences you had because of other people’s decisions: where you lived, 

what schools you went to, what your homes were like. But the message 

of Rosh HaShanah, the anniversary of the creation of the world, is that 

everything can be made new again, that much of your book is written 

every day—by the choices you make. The book is not written and sealed; 

you get to edit it, decide what parts you want to emphasize and remem-

ber, and maybe even which parts you want to leave behind. Shanah tovah 

means both a good year, and a good change. Today you can change the 

rest of your life. It is never too late.

—Rabbi Laura Geller (b. 1949)

For Study and 

Reflection


